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B everly Laidlaw Gates, affectionately known as “Gram” passed away peacefully

on May 29, 2018 at her home surrounded by her loved ones. She graduated
from the University of Memphis with a Bachelors in Education. Beverly was a

lifelong active member of the Gamma Zeta Chapter of the Alpha Gamma Delta

Fraternity. She married the love of her life, Dr. Harlan Gates II, on Nov 25, 1953. She
worked at The Memphis Oral School For the Deaf as an administrative assistant. In

retirement, Beverly enjoyed bible study, bunco, garden club, alumni activities for
Alpha Gamma Delta, traveling with her best friends and escaping to her Pickwick

cabin. Harlan and Beverly cherished entertaining their friends and family. She was

preceded in death by her parents, John and Mary Laidlaw, her beloved husband, Dr.
Harlan Gates II, her much loved grandson, James Eric Lee, and her son-in-law, Benjy

DeGuzman. She leaves behind three daughters, Randol DeGuzman, Diane Gates and
Mari (Steve) Allison; 2 granddaughters, Britney (Wesley) Holliman and Lacey Allison;

and 3 great-granddaughters, Gracie Holliman, Cheyenne and Dakota DeGuzman.

Family and friends will gather at 1:30 pm for the 2 pm graveside service, Friday, June
1 at Memorial Park Funeral Home and Cemetery on Poplar Avenue.  A reception will

immediately follow at Memorial Park’s Parkside Event Center. In lieu of flowers, a
contribution to a charitable organization of the donor’s choice would be

appreciated.Arrangements have been entrusted to Memorial Park Funeral Home
and Cemetery, 5668 Poplar Ave., Memphis, TN 38119 (901) 767-8930. “Celebrating

Life… Behind the Stone Wall”.
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Tribute Wall Beverly Laidlaw Gates
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SN Sybille S. Noble posted:

Randol, I was so sorry to read about the passing of your mother. Reading her obituary, it is clear that

she made an indelible impression on those she touched. I am praying that you will be comforted in

your grief by God’s abiding love, and the love of your extended family and friends. I hope it will not be

too long before all your grief subsides and you will only be left with the wonderful memories of a

loving mother and friend. God bless.

May 31 at 1:46 PM

DG Diane Ganeles posted:

Beverly was always very gracious and kind to everyone she met. We enjoyed being with her and

sharing family gatherings. She was a very special lady that will forever be remembered.

May 30 at 7:37 AM

MA Mandolyn posted:

I am so sorry for your loss, the sting of death is never easy. I have however found great comfort in a

hope spoken of at Revelation 21:3&4. That promised hope tells us of a time soon when pain,

mourning, and even death will be done away with. I pray you receive peace and comfort soon.

May 30 at 3:05 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Beverly by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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